i4o          TURKEY AT THE STRAITS
power to organise such a force of special police as may be
necessary. This force shall be drawn so far as possible from
the native population of the zone of the Straits and islands
referred to in Article 178, Part V (Military, Naval and Air
Clauses), excluding the islands of Lemnos, Imbros, Samothrace,
Tenedos and Mitylene. The said force shall be commanded
by foreign police officers appointed by the Commission.
ARTICLE 56
Ships of war in transit through the waters specified in
Article 39 shall conform in all respects to the regulations issued
by the Commission for the observance of the ordinary rules of
navigation and of sanitary requirements.
ARTICLE 57
(1)   Belligerent warships shall not revictual nor take in
stores, except so far as may be strictly necessary to enable
them to complete the passage of the Straits and to reach the
nearest port where they can call, nor shall they replenish or
increase their supplies of war material or their armament or
complete their crews, within the waters under the control of
the Commission. Only such repairs as are absolutely necessary
to render them seaworthy shall be carried out, and they shall
not add in any manner whatever to their fighting force. The
Commission shall decide what repairs are necessary, and these
must be carried out with the least possible delay.
(2)  The passage of belligerent warships through the waters
under the control of the Commission shall be effected with
the least possible delay, and without any other interruption
than that resulting from the necessities of the service.
(3)  The stay of such warships at ports within the jurisdic-
tion of the Commission shall not exceed twenty-four hours
except in case of distress. In such case they shall be bound to
leave as soon as possible. An interval of at least twenty-four
hours shall always elapse between the sailing of a belligerent